. Cluster of 3 large cells, most likely infected type II pneumocytes, with a single prominent red stained nuclear inclusion surrounded by a clear halo. This appearance is the "cytopathic effect" needed to definitively diagnose active CMV infection. The "owl's eye" appearance (figure 1) is the "cytopathic effect" needed to definitively diagnose active CMV infection. While cells infected with adenovirus or herpesvirus may have nuclear inclusions, the cells typically are much smaller. CMV was cultured from the BAL, and no other pathogen was identified by cytology or culture. Quantitative PCR on blood for CMV was 144359 IU/ml. 
